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Washington FPS 
FROM THE AD’S DESK 

DECEMBER 2018 

 

Hello Coaches, 

With PPI wrapped up, a big THANK YOU to all of the WA FPS coaches for working diligently with our Washington students 
and to all of the evaluators for scoring the first booklets. I hope that you have enjoyed researching the topic, Drones. The 
deadline for PPII is December 6, and WA FPS wishes you all the best of luck! 

As a former coach with Scenario Writers, my focus was to gently suggest that their Scenarios were written before the holiday 
break. This didn’t always happen, but it was still a smart strategy. Frequently during the holiday break, I spent time reading 
their scenarios and giving feedback. Using a Google Doc makes it easy to give feedback as a coach. 

THANK YOU to those of you who have linked your Amazon purchases with Amazon Smile to WA FPS. If you shop at 
Amazon, please consider signing up with Amazon Smile and linking the Amazon donations to Washington Future Problem 
Solving. It doesn’t cost you anything extra, but it would really help WA FPS. Also, if you are shopping at Fred Meyer, please 
consider linking your Community Rewards to WA FPS (non-profit # RC 754). Washington Future Problem Solving program 
is a 501(c)(3) EIN: 91-1728780. Thank you to those who also participated in Giving Tuesday. In order to keep the registration 
costs low and to keep the program running, donations are essential. 

As you enter the holiday season, I wish you all the best. May the days leading up to winter break be relaxing and filled with 
enlightened students and happy thoughts of family and friends. 

John Buissink 
Affiliate Director 

509-386-6297 
jbuissinkwafps@gmail.com 

Above: Seattle Hill Junior team, 2018 State Bowl 
Left: Senior Scenario Writing winners, 2018 State Bowl 

Caleb Lee (1st place), Rachel Chen (2nd place), Tanvi 
Telukunta (3rd place), Interlake High School 
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FOOD LOSS AND WASTE EXCERPT  

If you are using the Topic Activity Unit book, then you know how valuable it is. If not, here’s 
an abbreviated preview from the Food Loss and Waste TAU book on writing a UP. 

Wasteful Words 

Precision and perfection are not a dispensable luxury when writing an FPS Underlying Problem, but a simple 

necessity. ~Adapted from a quote by Nicklaus Wirth 

The Underlying Problem is the most important step in problem solving because the quality of 
the subsequent steps relies on an important and well-stated Underlying Problem. Wasteful 
words added to an Underlying Problem can undermine your team’s evaluation scores. 

Wasteful Words Avoidance Checklist 

• Avoid incorporating multiple verbs, verb phrases, or multiple objects of the verb. 

• Avoid using the words and, or, and while in the Key Verb Phrase 

• Avoid the use of absolute verbs. 

• Avoid extra modifiers or adjectives in the Purpose that could make it more difficult to 
address the KVP or support the purpose. 

Because the scope of food loss and waste is enormous and many needy people in cities 
around the world do not have enough to eat, how might we recover foods headed for 
the rubbish bin and assist companies with excess food to donate to non-profits so that 
it is not wasted and can might be used to feed the homeless in 2040 and beyond? 

Rewrite: Because the scope of food loss and waste is enormous and many needy people 
in cities around the world do not have enough to eat, how might we assist companies 
with excess food to donate it to non-profits so that it can be used to feed the homeless 
in 2040 and beyond? 

 

Topic Activity Unit book can be purchased from the International Office at fpspimart.org. 
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WRITING SOLUTIONS 

Helping students create good solutions? So, what makes a good one? First, suggest to your students that they write 
the KVP and Purpose at the top of every solution page. They could create their own posters of Do’s and Don’ts. 

A good solution is relevant (the basic idea addresses the KVP and does not negate the purpose). It is explained in 
detail (elaborated), telling what is to be done by whom and how or why it helps to solve the UP. Here are some tips for 
writing good solutions. 

 DO 😊 DON’T ☹ 

RELEVANCE 
Solution helps 

solve the UP and 
addresses the 

purpose 

Solve your U.P. Solve other challenge ideas from Step One 

Use “will” in writing solutions—you are 
presenting ideas you believe WILL solve the 
U.P. 

Use “may”—it can make your solution idea 
appear “iffy”/less sound. 

 

ELABORATION 
Solution tells 
WHO will do 

WHAT, and WHY 
or HOW it works 
to help solve your 

Underlying 
Problem 

Use REAL agencies who have the PIE 
(power, interest, and expertise) to 
implement your solutions (WHOs) 

Use agencies you make up (e.g., DFF—
Drones for a Fantastic Future). Although 
clever, they do not show research and may 
not really be an agency that actually has the 
PIE. 

Tell WHAT the agency or person will do. 
Be specific about the action that will be 
taken. 

Go on and on with small details that aren’t 
important to the understanding of the basic 
solution. Save those for the Action Plan if 
this turns out to be your best solution. 

EXPLAIN how the solution works or why 
your idea helps solve your U.P. 

Just say it will solve your U.P. You need to 
explain HOW/WHY it will. 

 

CLARITY 
Solution is written 

in a clear and 
concise manner 

Express your ideas clearly. Be sure that what 
is in your head gets down on the paper, so 
that a stranger can tell exactly what you 
mean. 

Don’t repeat your KVP, purpose, or the 
date over and over in your solutions. 

 

ADDITIONAL TIPS: 

➢ Try to use a different WHO in each solution. Repeatedly using the same agency (e.g., the government) will only 
be counted toward elaboration two or three times. 

➢ Try to be specific with the people/agencies you select as WHOs. For example, instead of scientist, tell what 
kind of scientist (botanist, ecologist); instead of saying the government, tell which branch of the government 
(Department of Defense, IRS, Congressmen/women, etc.). 

➢ If you are having trouble coming up with solutions, try thinking through the categories to see if one reminds 
you of a possible idea.  Use the SCAMPER technique (substitute, combine, adapt/add on, 
magnify/minify/modify, put to other uses, eliminate, reverse/rearrange). 

➢ Imagine the future. Use your imagination to think about how new technology, inventions or ways of doing 
things in the future can help solve your KVP. Even if the basic idea isn’t new, you can use futuristic details in 
describing HOW the solution will work. 

➢ Creativity is rewarded to solutions that are unique and show second level thinking. Let your imagination soar!  

SOLUTION EXAMPLES: 

UP: Since many people live in poor African countries that do not address desertification, how might we help these 
poor countries participate more in the use of methods to prevent further desertification, so that land degradation 
does not increase in 2040 and beyond?   
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Continued from Page 3 

• The AAP will provide benefits to citizens who implement solutions that help reduce desertification.  For 
example, every time someone plants a new tree, they will receive a bag of grain.  Receiving items that will 
enhance their basic needs will motivate people to work toward implementing techniques that stop land 
degradation.  (Relevant; elaborate; clear and concise) 

• Teachers will hold monthly classes on desertification methods.  This will get poor countries to participate more 
in methods to prevent further desertification.  (Relevant; not elaborate; simply says the solution will 
achieve the KVP, but doesn’t explain HOW/WHY it will.) 

• Agriculturists will provide weekly classes in villages across Africa.  The classes will not only teach farmers the 
causes and consequences of desertification, but will also teach sustainable farming methods.  When people 
know more about the facts regarding desertification, they will be more motivated to actively stop it.  
(Relevant; elaborate; clearly shows why this idea will help solve the U.P.) 

UP:  Because farmers in Africa are continuing poor land management, how might we increase African famers’ 
participation in implementing the UNCCD’s techniques in 2040 and beyond, so that the land can stay free of 
increased desertification? 

• The WSTF (Walk for Trees Foundation) will organize monthly 5K walks.  This will make the people become 
healthier and see how their previous actions affected the Earth.  (Perhaps -- relevance not clear; HOW does 
being healthier and seeing previous actions increase farmers’ participation in implementing 
UNCCD’s techniques?  Made-up WHO does not show research.)  

• The UNCCD will hire agriculture students to serve as tutors who work one-on-one with African farmers.  The 
tutors will teach farmers how to implement specific land reclamation techniques, as well as how/why they 
must be used in order to reduce desertification.  With such personal help and instruction, farmers will be more 
likely to implement the UNCCD’s sustainable policies.  (Relevant; elaborate; clear and concise.)  

• The UNCCD will negotiate with local governments to have prisoners work off their sentences at farms that are 
at risk of desertification.  This will educate both prisoners and farmers about smart farming practices.  
(Perhaps; how does this educate farmers?  How does this increase farmers’ participation in 
implementing the UNCCD’s techniques?)   

UP:  Since many African countries continue to engage in poor land management practices, in what ways might we 
increase sustainable farming practices in 2040 and beyond, so that the desertification can be diminished?   

• The government will provide tax cuts for farmers who use sustainable practices.  Farmers will be more likely to 
participate in the AAP’s recommended strategies when they see a financial benefit, and in doing so they will be 
helping to reduce desertification.  (Relevant; elaborate; the government is an appropriate WHO for tax 
relief; tax cuts could be a good incentive for farmers.) 

• Scientists will invent a new nutrient that when sprinkled on the soil, makes it fertile, no matter what the 
conditions.  This will allow plants to grow and reduce desertification.  (Not relevant.  This is what we call a 
“magic bullet” solution – simply creating something that you say will solve the problem.  Besides 
having no scientific basis, this solution doesn’t address the KVP – how does it increase sustainable 
farming practices?) 

• The UNCCD will promote better farming techniques by working with the AAP, giving them farming 
techniques that will benefit the soil.  (Not relevant.  Too vague/nonspecific.  How will the UNCCD 
promote better farming techniques with the AAP?  What techniques?  This does not address the KVP 
or purpose.) 

• Movie producers will create a film that shows the causes and effects of desertification, and what local farmers 
can do to help stop it.  Peace Corps volunteers will visit local farmers and show them the film(s). When 
farmers are more educated about the problems, they will be more motivated to implement sustainable farming 
solutions to reduce desertification.  (Relevant; elaborate; addresses the KVP and purpose.)  

  
 

Based on original work from Wisconsin FPS 16-17 WOW. 



 Year 40, No. 6 

 

 5 
 

FUNDRAISING IDEAS 

  

Walk-a-thons or fun runs: Use your school's track. Either charge an entry fee for 
participating in the walk/run or have your students obtain sponsors and they walk/run. Try a theme: 
Jingle Bell Run or New Year's Day Walk-a-thon. 

Pingpong Drop: kids sell balls for $5. A business donates a crane, and the 
principal--in costume--drops the balls over a small hole from 40 feet up. Small cash 
prizes go to the closest and farthest ball. Kids who sell 10 balls get out of class to watch 
the drop or earn a free snow cone. 

Scrip: Great Lakes Scrip has about 750 retailers, which provide retailer gift 
cards. A percentage of the dollar amount from each gift card, in the form of a 
rebate, goes to your FPS group.

Car Show: Use your school's parking lot and charge an entry fee to show 
off unique cars.

Applebee's Flapjack Fundraiser: The Flapjack fundraiser 
event allows you to use the Applebee's restaurant and their chefs during non-
operating hours to help you raise money by selling set breakfast plates. Contact 
an Applebee's near you or go to Flapjackfunds.com.

Shoe Drive: Funds2Orgs.com. Collect used shoes, contact the organization 
Funds2Orgs, and get ready to celebrate your check. A socially responsible way for you, 
your supporters, and community to dispose of unwanted shoes.  

Silent Auction: Showcase the talents of your FPS group by creating "masterpieces" of art 
that are sold during an auction along with other donated items from local businesses. This could be 
a casual auction or an adult-only evening. Don't forget to invite grandparents.
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COACH’S CORNER 

“How do you fund raise?” 

Debby Benzinger, Odle Middle School: “We have two 
major fundraisers.  

The first one is our sweatshirts. We have a design contest where 
the kids pick the design that they like the best, and then we 
order a shirt for every team member. We usually make a profit 
of between $8 and $11 per sweatshirt. We build the cost into 
the cost of their registration for the club.  

The other fundraiser we’ve done the last couple years is the 
Goodwill truck. The Goodwill truck comes to our school for 
about three hours on the weekend. We advertise to all our 
families and all of our school families that the truck will be there 
and our goal is to “fill the truck.” They then send us a check for 
however much the truck is filled. This is a quick way to make 
usually between $700 and $1,200.”  

 

Important Dates 
Dec. 6: PPII Due (Topic: Drones) 

Jan. 10: CmPS Progress Report Due 

Jan. 17: Scenario Writing Due 

Jan. 30: Logo contest ends 

Feb. 7: QP Due (Topic: Food Loss and Waste) 

Feb. 14: ScP Due 

Feb. 21: CmPS Due 

March 27: State Bowl Reg. Due 

April 17-19: State Bowl 

June 5-9: 2019 IC Conference, University of 
Massachusetts-Amherst 
 

 

  

             

                Final Words from the AD's Desk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you start PPIII’s topic Food Loss and Waste before the holidays, here’s a link to a nine-minute YouTube 
video Food waste is the world’s dumbest problem. I hope this helps to start the conversation about our next 
topic. 

Please text (509) 386-6297 or email me (jbuissinkwafps@gmail.com) any time you have questions. 

N e x t  M o n t h :  S c e n a r i o  W r i t i n g  G u i d e l i n e s  r e m i n d e r ,  S e l e c t i n g  C r i t e r i a  a n d  
m o r e  …  

 

“Yesterday is history. Tomorrow is a mystery. Today is a gift. That’s why we call it 

‘The Present’.” – Eleanor Roosevelt 
 

2018 State Bowl Scenario Performance 
Middle winners: Joy An (1st place), Anshita 
Saini (2nd place), Robert Burris (3rd place)  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6RlxySFrkIM

