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Washington FPS

FROM THE AD’S DESK
NOVEMBER 2018

Above: B 2018 Winners of Junior
Scenario Writing, Aditi Agarwal (17), Taj
Kbhandekar (3°), Prisha Hemani (2"),

Hello Coaches,

Your evaluators were in training last month and are now busy scoring PPI. Thanks to Evaluation Director Ann
Foreyt for conducting such thorough evaluator training and thanks to our evaluators for giving up their time to
ensure that WA FPS continues to offer outstanding opportunities for our Washington students.

A congratulations to our Evaluation Director Ann Foreyt who recently became an International Conference (IC)
Certified Scenario Writing evaluator!

Warm Beach Conference Center has been contracted again for our State Bowl 2019. It’s a great place to hold the
competition and great memories have been made there by past participants. Warm Beach costs have increased, but
it still offers good value. See the cost structure on page 4. If you have questions, please send me an email or text.

Next year’s International Conference will be held at the University of Massachusetts at Amherst from June 5-9. The
topic for the competition will be announced March 1, 2019. If you wish to propose a potential future scene topic,
please visit the International website fpspi.org (Topics/Topic submission).

Just a friendly reminder about the WA FPS logo contest! Entries are due by Jan. 30 in pdf, jpg, png, bmp or gif
format to your regular Dropbox. If you want contest guidelines and a promotional handout for your classroom,
please visit the wafps.org website (under Resources for Coaches, you’ll find the Logo Contest). The new logo will
be revealed during the 2019 State Bowl in Stanwood. #problemsolved
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CMPS: A “REAL WORLD”
EXPERIENCE

Do your students want to make a difference in
their communities, whether that is defined as a
local, state, national or even global community?
Community Problem Solving (CmPS) is an FPS
component in which a team or individual
identifies a real problem and implements a real
solution in a community. Students use the skills
of the problem solving process as they work on
their project; however, since real life is not always
as organized as an academic exercise, the process
may not proceed neatly from step to step. CmPS
can be pursued as an extracurricular activity or as
part of the regular school curriculum and projects
can be one or more years in length.

Future Problem Solving Program International’s
problem solving model aligns with State and
National Cutriculum Standards, and the National
Association for Gifted Children (NAGC)
Standards. Through participation in Community
Problem Solving, students refine critical and
creative thinking skills, focus on a real
community or school issue, produce solution
ideas, generate criteria to evaluate solution ideas,
determine the best plan of action, and implement
the plan to resolve their problem.

HOW ARE CMPS PROJECTS
EVALUATED?

CmPS projects are scored by trained evaluators
who consider all elements of the project. At the
Affiliate level, these assessments usually include
evaluation of a written report, supporting
documentation within an addendum, a
scrapbook, and a table top display. Additional
requirements for projects that qualify for
International Conference include a CmPS
Showcase where the team shares their projects
with an oral presentation, a media presentation,
and an interview. In most Affiliate Programs, at
least the first place projects move on to the
International competition.

WHERE CAN I FIND A SAMPLE
PROJECT TO VIEW?

An example of a written report, addendum, and
the team’s PSA media presentation are found on
fpspi.org (About Us menu/Competitive
Components/Community Problem Solving).
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CMPS BEYONDER AWARD 2018

The Beyonder Award is identified at the International
Level as the most outstanding project from all CmPS
submissions.

2018 BEYONDER AWARD

“Foster Friends” began when a little girl who attended Highland
Elementary was placed into Foster Care. She left school one cold
dreary day, frightened and alone with nothing to call her own.
The team decided to fill backpacks (age, gender, and size
appropriate) with everything a child would need for the first
couple of nights in their new environment: blanket; new pajamas;
stuffed animal; journal; school supplies; small toy/craft; and
hygiene products. In addition, they contacted their Kentucky
Senator, Representative, and Governor in an attempt to get a law
passed stating, “All children placed into Foster Care will receive
a Foster Friends Emergency Pack,” giving children all they need
for the first three days with their new family.
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UP for Foster Friends: Since abused children feel helpless,
frightened, and alone, how might we increase comfort in
children being transitioned into foster care in order to minimize

the mental anguish of being taken out of their familiar
environment in the year 2017 and beyond?

2018 IC CmPS Project Hall




CMPS EXAMPLES FROM IC 2018
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UP for Project Sensory Sanctuary: Since students with disabilities
need sensory modifications to stimulate brain activity, how might
we improve our current school’s function within the special
education unit so that the students excel through learning
opportunities to learn crucial life skills in 2017 and beyond.
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UP for Going Batty for Bats: Many factors have been found to
be decimating bat populations. This is causing significant damage
to ecosystems and economies because bats serve a large purpose
in regulating insects and the use of pesticides on farms. How
might we increase the number of safe habitats in our area so that
bats are able to continue their impact?
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COACH’S CORNER

“How do you plan to use the evaluation feedback
with your students to help prepare for GIPS
PPII?”

Matthew Bohannan, Leota Middle School: "Using
evaluation feedback has been a great way to highlight the
strengths and weaknesses of our teams as they prepare for
PPII. We always read their prior feedback together and
then talk through ways to improve upon identified target
areas. This allows students to both set goals and better
focus their practice efforts on specific aspects of the
problem solving process."

Michelle Gordon, Spiritridge Elementary: “We
spend a whole day reflecting on it. As I only meet once per
week with my teams, this is a substantial amount of time
for us, and we find it very useful. Students sit in their
groups with their evaluator feedback and original booklet.
For this first practice, as a lot is new, I walk them through
how to read and understand each part of the feedback.

Following my explanation, I give students about 15
minutes to read through their own booklet and ask
questions. Then, students choose one area of focus and try
to improve their work based on the feedback. Students
might choose to improve a few of their challenges or
rewrite their UP— it is up to them. Often students are too
vague, repeat the same ideas over and over, have two key
verbs, etc. I want them to understand specifically what
they missed and why they missed it before PPIL.

Finally, we share out to the whole group what
improvements we made and how we can continue
working/growing in these areas.

Students are able to keep these evaluations, so they can
reflect and improve more as homework. Also, they serve
as excellent ‘what to do” and ‘what not to do” as we
continue focusing on PPII and all six steps.”

Kari Beyer, North River Schools: “Feedback from
the evaluators is an incredibly invaluable tool to me as a
coach. After I pass the GIPS booklets back to my
students, I give them about 30 minutes to review the
feedback themselves. I require that each team have the
copy of their booklet out and for each piece of feedback
they must re-read what they wrote and then explain to
each other what they believe the evaluator meant. After
time to review their booklet as a team, the whole group
will come back together. Each team must then share an
example to the class of at least one of their answers, what
the evaluator feedback was, and what they believe the
evaluator meant. Then as a whole group we come up with
ways that the team could use that feedback to improve for
next time. This includes any positive feedback as well!”
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GIPS ACTIVITY: TOPIC ACTIVITY UNITS Important Dates

If you are already using the Topic Activity Units from FPSPI, you Nov. 30: Last day to register a GIPS
probably know what a great resource they are. If not, here is an excerpt team or individual and be evaluated

from “Dazzling Drones, Dreaming Up Futuristic Designer Drones,” one for PPII

of the activities on Drones. )
I ¢ droncs, the old saying “The sky's the limit” & hold Dec. 6: PPII Due (Topic: Drones)
n the case of drones, the old saying “The sky’s the limit” doesn’t ho ]
true. Drones are also invading the depths of the ocean. Use your Jan. 10: CmPS Progress Report Due

imagination to develop a drone blueprint that illustrates the possibilities of Jan. 17: Scenario Writing Due
things to come. - Jan. 30: Logo contest ends
Step 1: Imagining the Possibilities . Feb. 7: QP Due (Topic: Food Loss

and Waste)

Feb. 14: Scenario Performance Due
Feb. 21: CmPS Due

March 27: State Bowl Reg. Due
April 17-19: State Bowl

June 5-9: 2019 International
Conference, University of
Massachusetts-Ambherst

COSTS FOR 2019 STATE BOWL

State Bowl Registration: $60 per participant; $25 per adult

Options: (in addition to registration cost above)
1. Room and Board: $118 (includes 2 nights, 5 meals)*
2. Commuter: $55 (includes 5 meals, no lodging)

Day Chaperone: $35 (includes registration and one meal, any
additional meals are $11 paid directly to Warm Beach before meal)

Event Spectator (minimum suggested donation): $5 per event,
paid at the door, does not require registration, no meals available.

*inens add $12. Independent King Connty Team at SB 2018

Final Words from the AD's Desk

Need an article on Drones to share with your students? Check out “How Do Drones Fly? Physics, of course!”
from Wired Magazine, “The U.S. military creates tech to control drones with thoughts” from Big Think or
“Drone Ambulances to the Rescue” from Fotbes.

Last day to register and be evaluated for PPII is Nov. 30. Teams/individuals can still register after this date;
there is, however, a $10 late fee per team/individual assessed at the time of registration past Nov. 30.

Please call/text (509) 386-6297 ot email me (jbuissinkwafps@gmail.com) any time you have questions.

Next Month: Preview a Food Loss and Waste activity, Writing Solutions and
more.
“If my mind can conceive it, if my heart can believe it, then I can achieve it.”

— Muhammad Ali



https://www.fpspimart.org/product/2018-19-topic-activity-units-binder-ready/
https://www.wired.com/2017/05/the-physics-of-drones/
https://bigthink.com/mind-brain/the-u-s-military-is-developing-mind-controlled-drones
https://www.forbes.com/sites/nextavenue/2018/10/16/drone-ambulances-to-the-rescue/?fbclid=IwAR0FfEntj2NMrOVjKd6xJO0Jn_aFWGJWwMiUCWfKbvkn5BLojOTRNu1bMaw#6eb723c85309

