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Washington FPS 
FROM THE AD’S DESK 

APRIL 2019 

 

Hello Coaches, 

Congratulations to the Scenario Performers, Community Problem Solving teams, and the GIPS teams and individuals who 
qualified for the State Bowl. In order to make check-in as orderly as possible when you arrive at the State Bowl, please follow 
the suggested guidelines on page 3. The GIPS Competition Rules for what can be brought into the competition site at the 
State Bowl is on page 3 and is the same as guidelines for the QP, as suggested in the October newsletter. 

Last year at IC, Washington State was represented in the MAGIC competition by two of our coaches (see picture above). In 
this competition, the teams are created at IC, and members of the new team work together having potentially never met 
before. This is quite challenging and requires the contestants to problem solve, sometimes with team members whose first 
language is not English. Read more about one student’s perspective on IC as well as more details about the MAGIC 
competition on the next page. 

This year’s IC will include an opportunity for two Washington students to attend in a non-competitive capacity. The FPS 
Experience is a new workshop for novice GIPS students (grades 4-12) who wish to attend IC and experience the conference 
and learn more about the FPS process. This is not for those already enrolled in a competition at IC. Students will experience 
the same activities as competitors, and in lieu of the competition, they will attend a session to explore critical and creative 
thinking strategies, the IC Future Scene, and write a booklet as the facilitators expertly guide them through the 6-step process. 
If you know of any students who would be good candidates for this, please let me know. Deadline for registration is May 9. 

If you are looking for the resource list for the PAP, it can be found on the website under the State Bowl tab or in the February 
newsletter.  

John Buissink 
Affiliate Director 

509-386-6297 
jbuissinkwafps@gmail.com 

Left: A group from Odle Middle & Interlake High School representing Washington at 2018 IC. 
Right: Coaches Michael Finley (Fairhaven Middle School) and Debby Benzinger (Odle Middle School) competed 

on MAGIC teams at IC 2018 and placed 1st and 3rd respectively. 
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Avery Brumley at MAGIC, Internationals 2018 

Last year I attended the International conference for FPS at Lacrosse, Wisconsin for the MAGIC 
competition. I was surprised by the number of people that were at Internationals. I have gone through FPS 
knowing that it is a worldwide competition for the last five years, but I didn’t fully understand this until I got to 
the international event. I was excited to attend the MAGIC portion of FPS because I was excited to work with 
people from throughout the US and other countries.  

My team and I didn’t get to meet each other until 15 minutes before the competition began, and I was pleased 
with how easily we all set into our roles when we started the write-up. My one regret was not taking more time 
to get to know my teammates; once the write-up was over, we each went our separate ways.  

I would recommend to anyone going to the international competition to slow down and enjoy the event and 
enjoy getting to meet and know the other competitors. Attending Internationals was a great experience and I 
hope to earn the chance to attend again in the future. 

 

 

What’s MAGIC? Multi-Affiliate Global Issues Problem Solving Competition (Junior, Middle, Senior, 

Adult) provides an opportunity for collaboration with other problem solvers from around the world as 
competitors are randomly placed onto teams by division at the International Conference.  

Who can register for MAGIC? An invitation to represent Washington State FPS at IC will be extended 

to the GIPS Individual 2nd and 3rd place winners at the State Bowl. Participants who register for this 
competition MUST be experienced in GIPS, thus well versed in the problem solving process. Students from 
the same registration will not be placed on a team together. Participants must be able to converse with their 
team members in English, though translation of written materials can be arranged. If you or any of your GIPS 
team students are interested in participating in the MAGIC competition at IC, please contact John Buissink. 

What’s involved? Eight challenges, eight solution ideas, and a shortened grid will be completed in the 

MAGIC booklet. At the International Conference, MAGIC will have the same 2 hours as GIPS Teams and 
will compete in the same location. MAGIC Eligibility: Two MAGIC individuals may register with each GIPS 
team. One MAGIC individual may register with each GIPS Individual, Scenario Writer, Scenario Performer, 
CmPS Team and CmPS Individual. Affiliate Directors are responsible for verifying student’s eligibility in GIPS 
proficiency.  

 
 

 

  

International MAGIC 
Competitors 2018 

Junior Division: 
Sidhya Ganesh, Odle Middle 
School 

Middle Division: 
Orly Lindner, Fairhaven Middle 
School 
Iris Hicks, Fairhaven Middle 
School  
Avery Brumley, Independent 

Adult Division: 
Michael Finley, Fairhaven Middle 
School 
Debby Benzinger, Odle Middle 
School 
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 Important Dates 
April 5: Medical Release form, Publication 
Release and Statement of Authenticity, and 
the Rules and Regulations form (3 forms per 
participant) are due in the coach’s Dropbox. 

April 17-19: State Bowl, Warm Beach 
Conference Center, Stanwood, WA 

June 5-9: 2019 IC Conference, University of 
Massachusetts-Amherst 

 

SCHOOLS REPRESENTED AT 
2019 STATE BOWL  

COMPETITION 

Bear Creek Elementary 
Bellevue Independents 

Bellingham Independent 
Cascade View Elementary 

Cathcart Elementary 
Dutch Hill Elementary 
Emerson Elementary 

Explorer Middle School 
Fairhaven Middle School 
Glacier Peak High School 

Interlake High School 
Kulshan Middle School 

Leota Middle School 
Little Cedars Elementary 

Machias Elementary 
Middle Independent 
North River Schools 
Odle Middle School 

Riverview Elementary 
Seattle Hill Elementary 
Shuksan Middle School 
Spiritridge Elementary 

Tekoa Schools 
Totem Falls Elementary 

Tyee Middle School 
Valley View Independent 

Vista Middle School 
Walla Walla Independents 
Whatcom Middle School 

  

             

                Final Words from the AD's Desk 

 

 

CHECKING IN AT STATE BOWL 

Check-in for the State Bowl will be in Cedar Lodge. Please enter 
using the right side doors and exit through the left side doors after 
completing the check-in process. Please follow this sequence for 
check-in: 

1. Coach line for envelope pick up. Just like last year, coaches 
will pick up their envelope, which includes booklet 
competition sites and presentation sites, along with tickets 
for team photos, final Bowl schedule, rooming 
assignments, meal wristbands, and meal tickets. 

2. Scavenger hunt & T-shirt pick-up. Next proceed to the 
Scavenger hunt information & T-shirt pick-up table with 
your teams. 

3. Team Photos. You’ll find a photo ticket in the coach’s 
check-in envelope with the team number on it. Please 
proceed next to the team photo area. The team ticket 
should be held by a team member when the photo is taken. 
No individual photos with the exception of individual 
competitors, and no school photos, please. 

Thank you to those coaches who have already placed the Medical Release, Publication Release and Statement 
of Authenticity, and the Rules & Regulations for the State Bowl into your Dropbox. A reminder to those who 
have yet to do so, please scan all medical release forms as one file (not separate files). All Publication Release 
and Statement of Authenticity forms as a second file, and all Rules & Regulations as a third file. You will then 
be saving just three files into your Dropbox. Thank you for following these guidelines.  

Please call/text (509) 386-6297 or email me (jbuissinkwafps@gmail.com) any time you have questions. I look 
forward to seeing you at the State Bowl! 

N e x t  M o n t h :  S t a t e  B o w l  R e c a p  a n d  W h a t ’ s  U p  N e x t ?  

“Creativity Is Intelligence Having Fun.” – Albert Einstein 

GIPS COMPETITION REMINDER 

WHAT CAN BE BROUGHT INTO THE GIPS 
COMPETITION ROOM AT STATE BOWL? 

Pencils, pencil sharpener, pens, highlighters, dictionary/thesaurus, 

pack of unopened sticky notes, calculator (non-programmable), 

and water.  

No notebook paper. However, blank white paper will be provided. 

 


