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Hello Coaches,

Congratulations to all the coaches who submitted their student scenarios last month. Those
scenarios are being evaluated and winners should be announced this month. The top three
scenarios are eligible to be entered into the International Conference scenario writing competition
where they will be evaluated alongside all other top scenarios from affiliates around the world. The
winning scenario writers in each division will be invited to read their scenarios at our State Bowl on
Thursday evening,.

For those coaches with scenario performers, the submission deadline, February 14, is fast
approaching. The evaluators are looking forward to watching another group of spectacular
performances. The top scenario performers will be invited to compete at the State Bowl.

For the coaches who submitted their CmPS progress reports in January, the project submissions
are due on February 21. Teams invited to the State Bowl will also need to be thinking of how they
will display their projects. Check out the information on page 13 of the CmPS Coaches Info found
at wafps.org to see some CmPS display criteria. Also, you can look at the November 2018
newsletter for some additional pictures of project examples.

John Buissink
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1.

SOLUTION IDEAS

Writing clear well-defined solutions that directly
relate to your UP is essential for completing a
successful booklet. Check out these guidelines.

Solution ideas are written in statement form as
definite proposals.

A Relevant solution idea addresses, or has a
relationship to, the Key Verb Phrase and it is
clear or easily inferred that it supports the
Purpose. It also must not contradict the Future
Scene parameters.

The Condition Phrase, Key Verb Phrase,
and/or Purpose is not required to be repeated
verbatim for a solution idea to be relevant. A
solution idea can be relevant even if the
Purpose is not specifically mentioned as long
as the Purpose is clearly impacted by the
solution idea.

A Relevant solution idea does not have to
work perfectly, be humane, be tried and true,
or be new. The solution idea does not have to
totally solve the Underlying Problem. How
well the solution idea solves the Undetlying
Problem is evaluated in Step 6.

To receive points for elaboration, at least three
of the critical questions, who, what, how, when,
where, and why, must be explained. When
addressing the “who,”it must be an appropriate
who. While it is helpful to include when and
where, these will only be counted toward
elaboration if substantive in nature and not
merely the Future Scene parameters.

For non-competitive problems, if the
Undertlying Problem has no Purpose, the
evaluator imposes a Purpose that seems logical
to the Future Scene and the Key Verb Phrase
without referring to the solution ideas or plan
of action.  Evaluators use the imposed
Purpose to evaluate the relevance of each
solution idea. In non-competitive evaluation,
solutions are judged strictly on meeting the
terms of the Key Verb Phrase, the imposed
Purpose, and the Future Scene parameters. In
other words, an Underlying Problem which is
incomplete and without a Purpose has a very
hard time advancing to further rounds of
evaluation.  Evaluators should make a
comment that a Purpose will NOT be
imposed during competitive rounds.
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TIPS FOR THE PRESENTATION OF ACTION
PLAN

At the State Bowl and International Conference, another aspect of
the competition kicks in. All teams have the opportunity to (and
are required to) complete a Presentation of Action Plan
performance (formerly known as the Skit Competition). This is an
opportunity for those students who are creative and enjoy being
in front of an audience to shine.

This competition occurs on Thursday immediately after the team
has completed the GIPS booklet. At lunch that day, teams are
given a quote and two spontaneous items that they are required to
use as part of their 4-minute presentation.

The action plan that was created and written by the team in the
GIPS competition is now used as the basis for their presentation.
From the time the team completes the GIPS competition, the
team members should be focusing on how to take their action
plan and turn it into an entertaining presentation that will wow the

judges.

What should a good presentation include? Here are some
suggestions that could be incorporated into the presentation. This
is neither an all-inclusive list nor are any of these suggestions
required to be part of the presentation.

Humor

Song and dance

Creativity

Acting--Verbal and non-Verbal communication
Expressiveness

Dramatic effect

Effective use of props

Clear enunciation

An obvious beginning and a noticeable ending
Team work with all members participating

A clear relationship between the performance and the written
action plan

N N N N N N

Resource List: All props and costumes must be fashioned
exclusively from the Resource List and Mandatory Props.

® 1 magazine

= 1 set of 8 water-soluble markers

= 1 roll of tape

= 1 roll of paper towels

= pens / pencils

= 1 box of aluminum foil (any part thereof)
= 12 pipe cleaners

= 1 plastic garbage bag (any variety)

® 10 sheets of colored 8 1/2 x 11-inch paper

A pair of scissors, 1 stapler, and a box of staples may be used for
the creation of props, but for safety reasons, cannot be used as
props during the presentation.

Four chairs will be provided for the participants, but their use is
not required.
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Important Dates
COACH’S CORNER
February 7: QP Due (Topic: Food Loss

and Waste)

How do you help your students create the most effective

Presentation of Action Plan? February 14: ScP Due
February 21: CmPS Due

Zan Peterson-Moens, Dutch Hill Elementary, Snohomish: March 27: State Bowl Registration Due
The content of the action plan itself needs to remain the major April 17-19: State Bowl, Warm Beach
focus—state exactly what is the idea and then show it cleatly to Conference Center, Stanwood, WA

the audience. Stressing this can be challenging, as students can

easily digress from it, and then lose the main point. June 5-9: 2019 IC Conference,

University of Massachusetts-Amherst

Emphasize to the students that the content of the skit is more
important than the props. Juniors tend to make amazing props
but then have no “meat” to their ‘skit.” So, encouraging them
to create the lines first and make the props second is a good
strategy.

Michaela Moritz, Shuksan Middle School, Bellingham:
When practicing our action plan skits, I emphasized the
importance of making a presentation that is both interesting in
content and clear in its meaning. Skits should be fun and
engaging, but if they aren’t clearly communicating the lesson or
goal they won’t be well understood and they won’t score well. I
had my students practice this by making their own themed skits
prior to State and allowing them to give feedback to each other.

2018 State, Senior Presentation
of Action Plan, 3rd place, Walla

e [inal Words from the AD's Desfk

Next month’s newsletter will focus on how to register qualifying teams for the 2019 State Bowl at the Warm
Beach Conference Center in Stanwood, Washington. The costs for State Bowl can be found at wafps.org,
under Coaches then State Bowl Info.

Please call/text (509) 386-6297 ot email me (jbuissinkwafps@gmail.com) any time you have questions.

Next Month: State Bowl 2019 Registration Information, Coping with Stress,
and more.

“Never give up on what you really want to do. The person with big dreams is more
powerful than one with all the facts.” — Albert Einstein



