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Washington FPS 
FROM THE AD’S DESK 

MARCH 2019 

 

Hello Coaches, 

Congratulations to our Scenario Writing State finalists! This year’s stories were again very creative. I had a chance to 
read a few of them, and they were outstanding while containing strong elements that compelled the reader to 
continue reading. 

State Bowl Change: Something new this year—the Senior division participants will be judging the Junior and 
Middle PAP performances for the first round. This will allow coaches and chaperones to watch their students 
perform. However, we’ll still need adult help judging the final rounds for all three divisions. 

Although the weather played havoc with our qualifying problem submission deadline, all teams and individuals were 
able to submit their qualifying problems. The evaluators are at this time scrambling to complete the evaluations so 
that we can report the results and announce the State Bowl qualifiers as soon as possible. Even though we had to 
extend the deadline for up to ten days, we still hope to get the results out by Wednesday, March 13. 

Please check out all the information on page three of this newsletter for instructions on how to register for the State 
Bowl as this year we are using the wafps.org website for registration. 

If you haven’t already sent in photos of your students showing FPS team spirit, please send photos to Kari Beyer at 
kaldrich@nr.k12.wa.us by April 12 if you wish your students to be recognized in the opening ceremony slideshow. 

 
John Buissink 
Affiliate Director 

509-386-6297 
jbuissinkwafps@gmail.com 

Left: 2018 GIPS Team finalists, Junior Division 
Above: 2018 GIPS Team finalists, Middle Division 
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STEP 6: PLAN OF ACTION 

Now that your students have learned how to use their criteria and grid to select their best solution, it is time to put their 
solution into action by showing the evaluator how their solution would be the most productive in alleviating the 
challenges of the future scene. 
 
What are the ingredients of a compelling plan of action? This is the step that judges feel can make a booklet noteworthy. 
What can your students do to make their booklet stand out from other booklets of similar quality?  
 

STEP 6 – Essentials 
The solution idea which receives the highest total in the grid is the action plan, no ifs, ands, or buts; it must be the 
primary focus of the proposal in Step 6. 
Students should question if their action plan solution is their best solution. If it isn’t, it’s probably because: 

a. The criteria are not adequate; 
b. The rank-ordering of solution ideas in the grid needs work; or 
c. They are mistaking their favorite solution idea for the action plan. 

STEP 6 – Suggestions 
1. Develop the action plan by relating it to the underlying problem. The action plan is representative of how what was 
outlined in Step 2 is intended to be solved. 
2. Explain in detail the who, what, how, why, where and when of the action plan. 

Who will carry out the plan or be involved? 
What will be done to solve the problem – when will results begin – will it continue? 
Where will the plan be implemented? 
How will the action plan be carried out? 
How does it positively impact and solve the UP? 
Why will this positively impact the future scene? 
How does it positively impact the future scene? 
How does it positively impact the topic? 

3. New facets to the action plan may be added at this point, as long as each addition represents a subpart of the action 
plan.  
4. Try to develop five complete paragraphs in developing the action plan. 

Paragraph 1: 

• Think of the solution idea as an overview of the plan. 

• Fully develop and elaborate the action plan and its stages of implementation. 
Paragraph 2: 

• Expand the solution idea by telling why and how the plan solves the underlying problem. Describe the logic 
behind why this is the best choice. 

Paragraph 3: 

• Describe any obstacles to overcome in implementing the action plan.  

• Detail the potential roadblocks or challenges that will likely confront this action plan, along with ideas or actions 
for overcoming these obstacles 

Paragraph 4: 

• Elaborate and explain the many strengths the Action Plan possesses, some of which could be based upon the 
group’s criteria from Step 4. 

Paragraph 5: 

• Report on the many positive impacts that the action plan will provide to the whole situation described in the 
future scene and the many benefits to the lives of various populations within the future scene. Provide a 
justification (Why? and How?) for each positive impact and benefit derived from the implementation of the 
action plan that is mentioned within this paragraph. 

5. The Action Plan is a huge way to get points. 30 points for a very well written essay takes less work than 30 points for 
16 challenges or 16 solutions, so any action plan needs to be detailed and thoughtful. 
6. Make sure the solution that is chosen to be the action plan is relevant, possible and solves the UP. An action plan 
based on a solution not scored as relevant will receive an automatic score of 5 points. 

 

 



March 2019 Year 40, No. 9 

 

 3 
 

 2019 SCENARIO WRITING 
RESULTS 

Congratulations to this year’s Scenario 
Writing winners!  

Each scenario was evaluated by two 
independent evaluators. The finalists 
were evaluated again using paired 
comparison analysis by a panel of three 
evaluators. 

First, second, and third place winners in 
each division will be invited to the 
International Conference. First place 
winners will be invited to read their 
scenario at the 2019 State Bowl. 

Junior Division 

1st Vishnu Mangipudi, Bellevue 
Independent 

2nd Edmunda Li, Odle Middle School 

3rd Carol Gong, Spiritridge Elementary 

4th Ashwika Sharma, Odle MS 

5th Fesha Jain, Odle MS 

6th Matthew Sanders, Bellingham 
Independent 

Middle Division 

1st Prisha Hemani, Odle MS 

2nd Madeleine Ford, Tyee Middle School 

3rd Joy An, Odle MS 

4th Taj Khandekar, Odle MS 

5th Clara Kelly, Bellingham Independent 

6th Elizabeth Hartke, Vista Middle 
School 

7th Eleanor May, Vista MS 

Senior Division 

1st Rachel Chen, Interlake High School 

2nd Surtaz Khan, Interlake HS 

3rd Emily Feng, Interlake HS 

4th Emily Chang, Interlake HS 

5th Georgia Clark, North River School 

STATE BOWL INFORMATION 

Qualification: As a coach, you will be notified if your team(s) 
and/or individual(s) have qualified for the 2019 State Bowl.  

Registration Deadline: March 27, 2019 

Registration Procedure: This year coaches will be registering 
each student, coach, and chaperone through the WA FPS 
website, (Register Here menu item). 

Payment Procedure: You or your district may use a credit card 
to register all coaches, chaperones, and students on the WA FPS 
website by clicking on the PayPal button (you do not need a 
PayPal account). This option allows for credit cards to be used. If 
your district is not using a credit card, select the offline payment 
method. An invoice will be generated once your order has been 
received.  

Payment Deadline: State Bowl registration payment must be 
received before the State Bowl commences. You may bring a 
School District check with you at registration as final payment. 
(The only payment exception will be if we have a School District 
Purchase Order in our possession on Wednesday, April 17.)   

Paperwork Required: Each student must complete and return 
1. the Publication Release and Statement of Authenticity, 2. 
the Medical Release form, and 3. the Rules and Regulations 
form. The paper registration form is not required this year. 
However, the form is on the WA FPS website if it helps coaches 
organize information about their students and adults who are 
registering for the State Bowl. 

Submitting the Required Paperwork: If possible, please scan 
all Medical Release Forms together in one file, all Publication 
Release and Statement of Authenticity as one file, and all Rules 
and Regulations as one file. These three files should then be 
placed in your coach’s Dropbox in the folder named State Bowl 
Forms by March 27. 

REGISTERING ONLINE 

Please note: when registering students online for the State Bowl, 
the team or individual number will also need to be entered in the 
appropriate box for each participant. 

2019 State Bowl T-shirts will be available for purchase using 
this link through March 29. T-shirts will be available for pick up 
during check-in at the State Bowl. Teams will also have the 
opportunity to have their team photos during check-in. 

Coaches: If you have a team that is unable to attend the State 
Bowl after qualifying, please contact me asap at 
jbuissinkwafps@gmail.com or text at 509-386-6297. 

https://www.customink.com/g/cgu0-00br-ujgb
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Important Dates 
March 27: State Bowl Registration Due 

April 12: Photos for State Bowl slide 
show at the Opening Ceremony due 

April 17-19: State Bowl, Warm Beach 
Conference Center, Stanwood, WA 

June 5-9: 2019 IC Conference, 
University of Massachusetts-Amherst 

NEW LOGO UNVEILING AT STATE BOWL 

Thank you to all the coaches and students who submitted logos during 
the logo contest. Once all the entries were received, the logo committee 
met, narrowed the entries down to the final two, and presented them to 
the FPS State Board of Directors.  

The new logo will be unveiled at the State Bowl, and the student who 
submitted the logo will be honored. 
 

 
  

  

             

                Final Words from the AD's Desk 

 

 

STATE BOWL COSTS 

State Bowl Registration: $60 per participant; $25 per adult 

Options: (in addition to registration cost above) 
1. Room and Board: $118 (includes 2 nights, 5 meals)* 
2. Commuter: $55 (includes 5 meals, no lodging) 
 
Day Chaperone: $35 (includes registration and one meal, any 
additional meals are $11 paid directly to Warm Beach before meal) 

Event Spectator (minimum suggested donation): $5 per event, 
paid at the door, does not require registration, no meals available. 

*Linens add $12. 

 

Just announced from the International Office—the International Conference topic for 2019 is De-
Extinction. 

Thank you to all the coaches for adjusting your schedules to enable students to compete during the snow days, 
and thank you to the evaluators for being flexible with your evaluating schedules. I’d also like to thank our 
Evaluation Director, Ann Foreyt, for all the additional work she did during this time to create a fair system for 
evaluating the QP.   

Please call/text (509) 386-6297 or email me (jbuissinkwafps@gmail.com) any time you have questions. 

N e x t  M o n t h :  L a s t  m i n u t e  i n f o r m a t i o n  b e f o r e  t h e  S t a t e  B o w l .  

 

“It’s not about perfect. It’s about effort. And when you bring that effort every single 
day, that’s where transformation happens. That’s how change occurs.”  

– Jillian Michaels 
 

2018 State Bowl Little Cedar Elementary 
GIPS team 

 


