Year 40, No. 2

Washington FPS

FROM THE AD’S DESK
AUGUST 2018
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Hello Coaches,

It’s August and some of you might be thinking about getting ready for the start of school. I know that most of you
are focused on GIPS, but it would be wonderful to see coaches attempting one or more of the other competitive
components. Scenario Writing and Scenario Performance are areas that appeal to many students who do not
necessarily shine in a group setting but prefer working individually. For students who love the challenge of creating
and writing a short story or students who love to tell stories, either scenario competition might spark their interest
and give them an opportunity to excel. Also, for those students who have a passion to fix a local community
problem, and who need community service hours, CmPS gives them an opportunity to receive credit for their work
while helping them give back to the community by creating a solution to a real-life local issue. I’'m here to help you
get off to a great start with FPS this year.

If you have not already visited the newly redesigned WA FPS website, please take some time to familiarize yourself
with it. We hope that it will allow us to streamline the registration process, allow for easier dissemination of
information, and make your job as a coach more about kids and less about paperwork.

Did you know that WA FPS has Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter accounts? Our Social Media Manager, Kari
Aldrich will also be pushing out information through these media throughout the year.
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TIPS FOR SCENARIO WRITING

WHERE DO I FIND THAT?

Have you been to the redesigned WA FPS
websiter If not, please take a moment to go there
now (wafps.org) and familiarize yourself with the
menu options. Some links to documents for this
year will be added as soon as FPSPI releases them.

Registration Forms for 2018-19

Register your teams online using the website and
the online store. Found on the WA FPS website
under Register Here. You can also register by
using the printable registration form. Found on
the WA FPS website under Fees.

Due Dates

Wondering where all the deadlines are? Found on
the WA FPS website under Calendar.

GIPS Key Tips

The essential elements of teaching GIPS with an
overview of all parts of the GIPS process, plus
tips on how to teach and evaluate examples. A
must-have at your fingertips. Found on the WA
FPS website under Coaches/Resources for
Coaches. Free.

Coaches Booklet for each component
Everything you need to coach and get you started.
Another must-have at your fingertips. A
comprehensive and essential guide to all aspects of
each competition component. Found on the WA
FPS under Coaches/Resources for Coaches.
Free.

A Blank Booklet

A blank booklet for both the GIPS team and
GIPS Individual. Found on the WA FPS
website under Coaches/Resources for
Coaches. Free.

Readings, Research, and Resources
(RR&R)

Provides essential background information for
coaches and students. For each of the first four
topics of the year, the guide includes the following
publications: Themes and Concepts; Terms and
Definitions; Overview; Questions for Discussion;
Internet Resources; Article Summaties. Found on
the FPSPI site, fpspimart.org. Cost $50
electronic.

Topic Activity Units

Provides a wide variety of instructional activities
for preparation on the first four topics of the year.
Can be used as a unit of study or activities may be
used as desired for particular steps within the
process. Found on the FPSPI site,
fpspimart.org. Cost $40 electronic.

In working with your scenario writers, have them concentrate on
these tips or ideas.

1. Identify the climax. If it’s not obvious, rewrite it.

2. Check to see that a significant event has either just occurred or
is about to occur that will lead the protagonist towatd his/her
goal?

Ask: What does the protagonist want?

(The protagonist should make a conscious choice, good or bad,
that drives the rest of the story.)

3. What unexpected consequences (the plot twist), directly related
to the protagonist’s actions, cause the reader’s emotions to be
affected or heightened?

What emotionally significant choice does the protagonist make
at the climax of the story?

Your reader should care about the protagonist’s decision.
Ideally, the reader shouldn’t see it coming. If the reader doesn’t
care about what happened, rewrite the story ending.

If the reader is emotionally involved in both the plot and the
protagonist’s feelings, you can choose to write the ending the
reader wants or maybe doesn’t expect.

4. An effective short story does not simply record or express the
author’s feelings; rather, it generates feelings in the reader. This
is an essential component of a good scenario.

Simply listing the emotions you experienced (“It was exciting”
“I’ve never been so scared in all my life” “I miss her so much”)
is not the same thing as generating emotions for your readers
to experience.

5. Begin with tension and immediacy. Remember that short
stories need to start close to their end.

A downloadable version of Winning Scenario examples is available
for sale on the website at the bottom of the Register Here page.

SCENARIO GUIDELINES

v Must be set 20 years in the future

v Must have a recognizable relationship to one of the 2018-19 FPSPI
Topics or Criminal Justice Systems (2018 IC Topic)

v Must not exceed 1500 words

v Must be typed, 12 pt font size and readable common font (Arial, Calibri,
Times New Roman)

v Must be submitted electronically and include the Publication Release
and Statement of Authenticity

v'No authot’s name, school, or Affiliate Program may appear in the
scenario document

v Must have the title at the top of the first page (header) and include a
completed copy of the 2019 Official International Scenario Writing
Cover Sheet
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FORMING THE GIPS TEAM

What makes a winning FPS team? There’s no
magic pill. Here are, however, a few tips.

If you have enough students for multiple teams,
consider putting together students with the
strengths described to the right. If you have fewer
students, or any number of teams, discuss these
roles with the students. Which roles are important
for all team members? Which could be taken on
by one person? What other roles are helpful?

Teams may vary from problem to problem. Many
coaches change team members for each problem,

The TﬂSkmaSter: Knows what
needs to be done and how to do it; good sense
of time. Keeps the process moving and
everyone on task.

T . . . .
The \Y/ T1ter: Has excellent writing skills;
is a good speller; great at proofreading and
checking for clarity.

, : The Innovator: Creative; thinks

outside the box; comes up with original ideas.

so that students experience working with many
different team members. Teams for the qualifying
problem should be carefully assigned. Should a
team receive an invitation to the State Bowl, it is
the four team members whose names appear on
the Qualifying Problem booklet who are invited to
attend.

P - The Peacekeeper: Tactful; can help

i L to diffuse arguments and overcome snags in the
@« process.

As a high school club activity, let the students The above high school team was formed using self-

lead. Trust the last yeat’s high school members to selection.
help put teams together who need help. Offer
these students opportunities by giving them the
freedom to be leaders.

If you have a high school group in close proximity to
your middle or elementary school, enlist their help with
activities and teaching the FPS process.

A QUICK REFERENCE: THE SIX-STEP FPS MODEL

Step 1: Identify Challenges: A challenge is an issue, concern, or problem in the
Future Scene that needs attention of consideration.

Step 2: Select an Underlying Problem: An Underlying Problem identifies an action
goal based on addressing one or more challenges within the Future Scene.

Step 3: Produce Solution Ideas: A solution idea, if relevant, addresses the Key Verb
Phrase and supports the Purpose, either explicitly or implicitly and does not contradict the
Future Scene parameters of topic, place, and time.

Step 4: Generate and Select Criteria: Criteria are the standards by which solution
ideas are judged.

Step 5: Apply Criteria: Use the evaluation matrix (grid) to apply five criteria to the
most promising solution ideas in order to determine the best solution.

Step 6: Develop an Action Plan: The Action Plan demonstrates how it addresses the
area of concern of the Underlying Problem and how it positively impacts the Future Scene.

Overall: The overall scores reward problem solvers who can combine research, creativity,
and futuristic thinking to effectively work from a Future Scene to a focused Action Plan
using the creative problem solving process.

=
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Registration Fees 2018-2019

Take advantage of eatly registration fees. Regster before September 30.

GIPS Teams $130 (after September 30: $140)

GIPS Individuals $100 (after September 30: $110)

CmPS Teams or Individuals $100

CmPS 2™ or 3 year continuation $10

Scenario Writing $40 (after September 30: $45)

Scenario Performance $40 (after September 30: $45)
Register online at wafps.org.

. Cascade VView Elementary, 1st place PAP,
Have a question? Text/call John @ 509-386-6297

NEWS FROM Important Dates

THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS

September 30: Early Registration Due

The Board of Directors met in July and elected Michelle Gordon, October 25: PPI Mission to Moon,
as President, and Debby Benzinger, as Secretary, both for two-year Mars, and Beyond Due
terms. Kari Aldrich was elected as Vice President to complete November 30: Last day to register & be

Michelle Gordon’s term, which will end in 2019. Matt Bohannan evaluated for PPII
was also elected to Board of Directors as a Member at Large and

. . L . December 6: PPII Drones Due
will chair the nominating committee.

10: CmPS P R
The Board approved a balanced budget for the 2018-19 fiscal year. January kS brogress feport

L . January 17: Scenario Writing Due
A nominating committee was formed to search for new board
members who have particular expertise (i.e. legal, fundraising, February 7: QP Due
marketing). Please contact Matt Bohannan at mbohannan@nsd.org February 14: Scenario Performance Due
if you have an expertise that you’d like to share with WA FPS or February 21: CmPS Projects Due
you know a parent with an expertise who would be interested in
serving on the Board. Some businesses encourage volunteer
participation on non-profit boards. April 17-19: State Bowl

March 27: State Bowl Registration Due

Final Words from the AD’s Desk

Please call/text (509) 386-6297 or email me (jbuissinkwafps@gmail.com) any time you have questions. I look
forward to working with you this school year and wish you all a brilliant Future Problem Solving experience as
your students become more capable problem solvers under your expert guidance. May your first days back at
school be invigorating, exciting and creative.

Next Month: Evaluating for the Future Problem Solving Program; 2018-19
Topic Descriptors.

“The most basic skill that can be taught in today’s schools is problem solving,
especially skills in solving future problems.” — Dr. E. Paul Torrance



